6	CANAL  ZONE   IN   1915
But   whatever   the   shortcomings   of   the   medical
service of the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force may
have been in the first days of May, by midsummer
the imperfections were remedied.   Ample accommo-
dation in Egypt now existed for many more cases than
vere likely to come from Gallipoli.   Existing hospitals
had been'expanded, and fresh units were come from
home.   The medical profession in England had risen
nobly to the emergency.   Harley Street sent to Egypt
its most famous physicians and surgeons, and country
villages   the   general   practitioners.     There   was   no
longer   a  dearth of   nursing sisters or of women to
perform   humbler   duties   in   the  wards.      Finally,
the hospital transport service between Gallipoli and
Egypt was working smoothly.    It may be thought,
then   that the troubles of the Director of Medical
Services in Egypt were at an end.    They were not :
new and perplexing problems confronted him.    To
provide the sick and wounded with proper attention
and to cure them were only part of his duties :   an
equally important, no less difficult, task was to devise
means whereby officers and men restored to health
would be sent back to the line of battle in the shortest
possible period of time.   Already public comment was
aroused by the number of troops, evacuated from
Gallipoli for medical treatment, who amused them-
selves in Cairo and other towns while their General
on the Peninsula was crying to be given reinforce-
ments.   It was natural enough that the men should
prefer the fleshpots of Egypt to the rations of Gallipoli.
It was even natural that many should find in some
temporary disablement an excuse to pass the rest of
the War in the security of some Egyptian  depot.
There is, in truth, little romance about a battlefield
to those who once have endured its sights and sounds.
Rarely do they wish to repeat the experience.   Author-
itv responsible for the prosecution of war may under-

